The Covenanting Association of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches (CARPC)

09-27-08

I. Opening

a. Call to Order 

b. Roll Call

i. Reverend Wayne Leigh as delegate

ii. Pastor David Stark as delegate

iii. David Farschman, Elder, as delegate

iv. Carl Miller, licensiate

v. Eric Orr, deacon

vi. Later attending, Deacon Steve Mintz and Deacon Jason Montague

c. Election of Moderator – Pastor Stark elected moderator unanimously

d. Scripture Reading – Pastor Stark read Psalm 130

e. Opening Prayer – Pastor Wayne Leigh

II. Delegates & Guests

a. Election of Vice-Moderator and Recording Secretary

i. Pastor Leigh – Vice Moderator - unanimously

ii. David Farschmna – Recording Secretary - unanimously

b. Defining of the Bar for Delegates – 1st 3 rows, common assent

c. Seating of CARPC Delegates – Pastor Stark, Pastor Leigh, Elder Farschman delegates.

d. Adoption of Agenda – Leigh moved, Farschman seconded, unanimous

e. Welcoming of Guests

III. Morning Devotion

a. Hymn – Hymn 1 – Old Hundredth

b. Sermon by Carl Wm. Miller – Text: Ephesians 1:15-23 – Prayer for God’s People

c. Hymn – Hymn 77 (Psalm 23) (third tune)

`
[15 Minute Break]

IV. Business

a. Correspondence

i. Pastor Stark conveyed Pastor DeKoekKoek’s verbal message concerning encouragement and Pastor N’Kulu in the Congo.

ii. Pastor Stark requested Mr. Miller to get the Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church address to Mr. Farschman so a summary of the CARPC’s business might be sent to that fraternal association.

b. The Ordination Examination of Mr. Carl William Miller,

i. Introduction – Pastor Stark gave introduction

ii. His Call by Grace Presbyterian Church (CARPC) of Redding, California as an Associate Pastor for the work of Home Missions.  This history of the call was given by Pastor Stark and confirmed by Deacons Eric Orr and Steve Mintz.

iii. Motion to Proceed with Examination for Ordination

1. Moved – Pastor Leigh

2. 2nd – Mr. Farschman

3. Approved unanimously

iv. Examination of Mr. Miller

1. Orthodoxy – Begun 11:07 AM

a. Creation – Mr. Miller professes firm believe in literal six-day creation.  Addressed the Redemptive Historical Theology as misused to depart from the Bible’s literal historical teachings.

b. Addressed the issue of the teachings of Federal Vision “hyper-covenantalism” – mixing justification and works.

c. Addressing paedo-communion, and the biblical answer to it.

d. No reservations or exceptions with respect to professing the teachings and doctrines of the Westminster Standards (Confession of Faith and Larger & Shorter Catechism).

e. Does not believe the women should be ordained as deacons or higher church offices.

f. Confessed the belief that life begins at conception and that abortion is murder.

g. Confessed the necessity to defend the covenant of marriage being between one man and one woman only.

h. Importance of biblical use (not abusive use) of physical discipline needs to be protected.

[Break]

2. Intent – Begun 11:47 AM

a. Pastor Stark – “How do you know your are called?”  Mr. Miller expressed absolute confidence of God’s internal call demonstrated and worked within over many years, and also God’s encouragement in giving Mr. Miller a supportive wife loving God and him, and the invigoration and drive given to serve God in the ministry.

b. Pastor Stark – “Take heed to yourself and to doctrine,” how does that apply to Mr. Miller to protect and keep himself for the ministry?  Remaining on guard in all seasons to defend the truth of the Scriptures and relying on the truth of Scripture as a defense against false doctrine.  Also, attending to care of self to maintain health as much as possible.  Pastor Leigh noted that physical health is neither a prerequisite nor a requirement to the ministry.

c. Pastor Stark – If asked or encouraged concerning political office, do you see as serving in political office in conflict with serving as a pastor?  Mr. Miller saw them being in conflict, particularly with respect to time and serving a congregation in the ministry.

d. Mr. Miller identified himself as “post-millenial” which means in outworking that it is his place to pray for the civil magistrate, preach to the civil magistrate, etc.

e. Pastor Stark – “What is your relationship to other churches and other religions and religious leaders in the community in which he will live?”  With respect to other religions, Mr. Miller said that his position was to proclaim the gospel and call to repentance.  With respect to other churches and inter-ministerial associations, Mr. Miller said that he would like to maintain fellowship, but (in example raised by Pastor Stark) he would maintain separation when such associations involved positions contrary with the word of God.  For instance, he would not be able to attend a funeral mass (even if not asked to partake of the mass).  With respect of local evangelical  ministerial associations Mr. Miller would seek counsel.

f. Also answered questions about scheduling of current job and ministry.

g. Eric Orr – Do you see any conflict between your current job and the ministry?  The answer,  no.

v. Motion relative to his ordination

1. Motion to approve his examination of orthodoxy and intent.

a. Moved – Pastor Leigh, 2nd David Farschman

b. Passed unanimously

2. Motion to ordain Carl William Miller to the office of word and sacrament at 3PM today at Grace Presbyterian Church.

a. Moved (enthusiastically) – Pastor Leigh, 2nd Pastor Stark

b. Passed unanimously

vi. Prayer for Mr. Miller by the delegates of the CARPC

c. Other Business

i. Motion: the CARPC acknowledges and affirms that according to God’s revealed will in Holy Scripture, lawful marriage is only the covenantal union between one man and one woman.  Ministers and churches of the CARPC may not participate in any ceremonies or solemnizations of marriage contrary to this definition; nor shall CARPC ministers and churches recognize any such unions, civil or religious, as lawful.

1. Moved by Pastor Stark; 2nd by Pastor Leigh

2. Passed unanimously

d. Motion to adjourn to our 3PM ordination service at Grace Presbyterian Church, today.

i. Moved by David Farschan; 2nd by Pastor Leigh

ii. Passed unanimously

V. Closing

a. Closing Prayer – David Farschman

b. Nicene Creed

c. The Lord’s Prayer

d. Benediction – Pastor Leigh

e. Doxology

